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Head Coach Willie Taggart’s fi rst Sign-
ing Day didn’t come without anxiety.
“I tell you what, earlier today (Monday) 
I was saying, ‘I hope these guys can run 
faster than these faxes are coming back,’ 
because they weren’t coming back fast 
enough for a while,” Tag-
gart said.
But then 16 faxes fi -
nally came in, and Taggart 
offi cially inked the Sun 
Belt Conference’s top re-
cruiting class, according 
to Rivals.com.
The 2010 class marks 
the second straight year 
that Western has ranked 
atop the Sun Belt in recruiting.
“I’m happy with what we were able to 
do in a short amount of time,” Taggart said. 
“All the credit goes to the coaching staff 
and support staff.”
The class showcases fi ve Rivals.com 







When Georgetown senior Amber Dun-
can was in Japan in 2002, she was surprised 
to fi nd that some of her favorite meals came 
from McDonald’s.
“It’s not exactly like the McDonald’s we 
have here in America,” Duncan said.  “They 
put a Japanese spin on their menu, with rice 
and teriyaki burgers as options.”
Duncan talked about her time in Japan 
at the fi rst of fi ve Study Abroad February 
Focus Sessions on Wednesday afternoon.
This month, students can learn about 
study abroad opportunities in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and the Middle East.
The sessions are intended to focus on 
the regions of the world people don’t think 







SEE TOP CLASS, PAGE 8
A New Western
Western is raising the bar for admissions, ef-
fective immediately.
Beginning this fall, Western’s admission re-
quirements for incoming students will increase 
gradually over the next fi ve years.
President Gary Ransdell said Western is trying to 
get away from its “open admissions” reputation.
The goal in raising admissions standards is to 
improve academic quality, retention and gradua-
tion rates and to gradually reduce the number of 
underprepared students at Western, he said.
High school students who have lower than a 
2.0 GPA and comprehensive ACT score below 16 
will not eligible for admission, according to West-
ern’s newly drafted guide for 2010-2012.
 The guide says that the minimum ACT score 
required for admittance will increase by one point 
every year for the next fi ve years. By 2014, the 
minimum score will be 20.
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com
SEE ABROAD, PAGE 3
Reshaping the classroom
BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD
Bowling Green sophomore Chad Willis has been racing at Beech Bend Raceway since he was 
12. His father and grandfather both raced at Beech Bend when they were younger. "My father 
keeps quitting, but he gets in a car and catches the bug again," Willis said. "I guess I caught it 
from him."
Remaking South Campus
The need for speed runs in Chad Willis’ 
family. He, his brother, father and grand-
father have all been racecar drivers.
“It’s always been a hobby of ours,” said 
Willis, a Bowling Green sophomore.
Willis, whose fastest speed is 135 mph, 
has been driving racecars for seven years.
“One time, whenever I fi rst started out, 
I was running for the championship, and 
my brother was racing too,” he said.
Willis and his younger brother, Hunter, 
were in third and fourth place when Hunt-
er accidentally collided with the second-
place driver.
“Both of them went to the back, so I 
fi nished second because he took out the 
other guy for me,” Willis said. “He did 
it on accident, but it was kinda funny the 
way it worked out.”
Willis said his favorite part of racing is 
the competitive nature.
“I’m real competitive. I like to be 
the best,” he said. “I’m not the best all 
the time, but it makes me want to work 
harder to be that way. Not just with rac-
ing — with anything, but racing brings 
it out.”
Louisville sophomore Natalie Davis, 
Willis’ girlfriend, said seeing Willis com-
pete last summer was her fi rst time watch-
ing a race.
“He’s good,” she said. “The races are 
loud and fast-paced. It thunders your 
body.”
Willis’ mother, Angie Willis, said it was 
a blessing to have her family involved in 
the sport.
Student rides in fast lane
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com
SEE RIDES, PAGE 6
The upcoming merger between the community 
college and the University College has some fac-
ulty members worried for their jobs.
The merger, which will be complete on July 
1, is included in Western’s strategic plan outlined 
through 2012, according to an e-mail sent to West-
ern employees from President Gary Ransdell. 
The University College includes Interdisci-
plinary Studies, Women’s Studies and the Chinese 
Flagship Language Program.
Under the new admission standards, there 
won’t be a distinction between being admitted to 
Western or the community college, according to 
the strategic plan. 
Dennis George, dean of the University Col-
lege, said one reason for the merger is to eliminate 
overlap in the way the colleges operate.
“I feel very positive that we’re going to come out 
of this with both colleges stronger,” George said.
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Starting in the fall, students must have a comprehensive ACT score of at least 16 to be admitted to Western.  Offi  cials updated Western's 
Strategic Plan for 2010-2012, which includes higher admissions standards and a merger of the community college with the 
University College. 
SEE CLASS, PAGE 5 SEE SOUTH, PAGE 5










About 2 out of 3 people will 
get genital warts after having 
any kind of genital contact with 
someone infected.
HPV Fact #11: 
You don’t have to actually have 
sex to get HPV—the virus that 
causes genital warts.
hpv.com
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. 
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
Why risk it
Visit your campus health center.
763 Bakerfields Way Bowling Green, KY 42104  270-393-9904
Get the Salt off!!
      $1 off any Service
                 or
$3 off any package wash
Expires/ Feb. 28th
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CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ Steven Lightfoot was arrested on Feb. 2 
and charged with reckless driving, fl eeing and 
evading the police, driving under the infl u-
ence and  after ignoring offi  cers’ emergency 
equipment on Kentucky Street. He was re-
leased the next day on a $5,000 cash bond.
■ Nathan Bryant, Pearce-Ford Tower, was ar-
rested Feb. 1 and charged with possession of 
marijuana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia in the Creason lot. He was released the 
next day on a court order.
■ Jeremiah Staples, Keen Hall, was arrested 
and charged with carrying a concealed 
deadly weapon, possession of marijuana and 
terroristic threatening in the Poland lot. He 
was released the next day on a $500 cash 
bond.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend 
calendar every Friday. Send your 





us at the new
Become a fan of the College 
Heights Herald on Facebook.
For instant news 
and updates,




8:30 a.m. to 4:20 p.m. at the Kentucky Museum
Hot Yoga Flow Class
8:45 a.m. at 730 Fairview Ave., Suite C2 
American Quarter Horse Show
10:30 a.m. at Western’s Agricultural Exposition 
Center, 4660 Nashville Road
Yoga Beginners Class
11 a.m. at YogaLoft, 416 E. 11th Ave.
Western Women’s basketball, 4 p.m. at Diddle Arena
Buff alo Night
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Barren River/Lake State Resort 
Park-Lodge, 1149 State Park Road
Western men’s and women's tennis
Men at noon and women at 3 p.m. at Kereiakes Park, 
1220 Fairview Ave.
Western men’s basketball, 7 p.m. at Diddle Arena 
Live music




Limber for Life Exercise Class
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Health & Wellness Center/
Greenwood Mall, 2625 Scottsville Road
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 
430 Center St.
Blood Drive
2:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Cumberland Trace Elementary 
School, 930 Cumberland Trace
Wine tasting 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday at all Chuck’s 
Liquor locations: 3513 Louisville Road, 386 Three 
Springs Road, 575 Veterans Memorial Blvd., 1640 
Scottsville Road Suite
Chili Dog Supper and Silent Auction
6 p.m. at Greenwood High School cafeteria, 5065 
Scottsville Road 
Live music 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Greener Groundz Coff ee, 871 
Broadway Ave.
Best of Retro concert
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday at the Capitol Arts Center, 
416 E. Main Ave.
Cosmic bowling
9:30 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710 Scottsville Road
Rock for a Cure — Cancer Benefi t Concert
10 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Fluid Night Club, 904 State St.; 
State Street Pub, 700 State St.; Tidball’s, 522 Morris 
Alley; and Utley’s Bar and Grill, 427 Park Row
Yoga Mixed Levels Class
4:30 p.m. at YogaLoft, 416 East 11th Ave.
Super Bowl Party
5 p.m. at the Spillway Bar and Grill, 2195 Old Louisville 
Road
.
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Check the back of your ticket to receive a Buy 1 get 1 FREE 
Culver’s Double Deluxe Sandwich with Purchase of Large Pepsi.
WKU Student Discount
Not Valid With Any 
Other Offer
4903 Scottsville Rd
Bowling Green, KY  42104 (309) 530-2951
If the Hilltoppers Score 75 Points or More Everyone in 
Diddle will receive a FREE Culver’s Scoop of Custard!
vs.
February 6, 2010
A set of statewide academic standards 
to be implemented next week is a change 
Kentucky education offi cials hope will 
better prepare high school students for 
coming to Western and other state univer-
sities.
On Feb. 10, Kentucky will be the fi rst 
state to recognize such standards when 
three state education boards will meet to 
adopt the Common Core Standards, said 
Sue Patrick, communications director for 
the Council on Postsecondary Education.
Senate Bill 1, which was passed by the 
General Assembly in 2009, called for in-
depth academic standards, Patrick said.
The bill aims to put Kentucky at the 
forefront of education by creating a bet-
ter assessment and accountability system 
and focusing more on individuals’ prog-
ress rather than overall school progress, 
Patrick said.
 The Common Core Standards will help 
set out and align the standards required by 
Senate Bill 1, said Sue Cain, Coordinator 
for Developmental Education and College 
Readiness for CPE.
“It will make our students competitive 
in the 21st century,” she said.
With the standards, students will get 
the knowledge and skills they need for 
college, which will benefi t them whether 
they end up enrolling in college or going 
directly into the workplace, Cain said.
Implementing the standards should 
mean that students will enter college more 
prepared for coursework, she said. 
Students should also be able to avoid 
needing remedial classes when coming to 
college, Patrick said.
Next week, the Common Core Stan-
dards for English and mathematics will 
be adopted at a joint meeting of the CPE, 
Board of Education and Education Profes-
sional Standards Board, Cain said.
She said she hopes the standards for 
science and social studies will be ready by 
the end of 2010.
Other states are expected to adopt 
Common Core Standards later this year, 
so Kentucky will not be alone for long, 
Cain said.
President Gary Ransdell said he’s 
supportive of anything that would help 
facilitate college preparation and that 
administrators are out in front of efforts 
to strengthen high school curriculum, in-
cluding Senate Bill 1.
“We’re all over that,” he said.
State's high schools 
to implement higher 
academic standards
House bill could raise 
dropout age
Adopting statewide academic 
standards isn’t the only action that 
might aff ect Kentucky high schoolers 
during this legislative session. 
A bill that would raise the high 
school dropout age is under review 
by a House committee, said Lisa 
Gross, a spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Education.
The current age at which Kentucky 
students can drop out of school is 
16, but the bill, which is under review, 
would phase in a high school dropout 
age of 18 by the 2014-2015 school 
year, Gross said.
Kentucky’s high school dropout 
rate is slightly lower than the nation-
al average, and the state loses about 
6,000 high school students each 
year due to dropouts, Gross said.
“That’s just not acceptable,” she said.
Gross said it’s hard to say what 
eff ect the bill would have on higher 
education, but it might increase the 
number of students that enter col-
lege if the students who don’t drop 
out consider enrolling in college. 
“So many people know someone who 
studied abroad in Europe or Australia,” 
Farmer said.
Wednesday’s session covered east-
ern Asia and what the region has to of-
fer students who study there. Speakers 
shared their personal experiences and 
photographs as they discussed the coun-
tries they had visited.
Rebekah Golla, coordinator of com-
munications and marketing for the Ken-
tucky Institute for International Studies, 
said she studied in China in 2001.
“By learning about other countries, 
you learn more about America,” Golla 
said. “You expand your world view. You 
become friends with your group and the 
natives.  And you experience fi rst-hand 
things that you would normally only 
read about in a textbook.”
Duncan lived in Japan during her ju-
nior year of high school as a part of a 
six-week summer program.
“I gained 20 pounds when I was 
there,” she said.  “We usually hear about 
sushi in Japan, but if you don’t like fi sh, 
you’ll still love the options there.”
The sessions are informal and are 
driven by the questions that students ask, 
Farmer said.  Speakers will include stu-
dents and staff who have visited or lived 
in each region.
While Duncan was the only stu-
dent who came to the first session, 
officials expect the others to be more 
crowded.
“They’ll be given a chance to ask the 
tough questions,” Farmer said. “And 
they’ll be able to break down the stereo-





     ALL Study Abroad February 
Focus Sessions take place from 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m. in Grise Hall room 
132. The sessions are:
■ Africa — Feb. 8
■ Latin America — Feb. 11
■ International Service Learning 
— Feb. 15
■ Middle East — Feb. 18
 Source: Jerry Barnaby, interim director of 
Study Abroad and Global Learning 
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com
















The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. 
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commentar-
ies should be about 500 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized 
work.
3. For verifi cation, letters 
and commentaries MUST 
include your name, phone 
number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries 
must be received by 7 p.m. 


































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
STAFF EDITORIAL
Faculty discount
THE ISSUE: The cost of health care 
benefi ts under Western’s contract with 
Anthem, its insurance provider,  recent-
ly rose for faculty members. To promote 
a healthy lifestyle, offi cials suggest fac-
ulty get a membership at the Preston 
Center, but the cost to join and the new 
health care plan doesn't come at a dis-
count.
OUR VIEW: Western should provide 
a discount in the cost of healthcare ben-
efi ts to employees who join Preston 
because not only are they promoting a 
healthy lifestyle, they are also raising 
faculty morale.
Many Western students take advan-
tage of all the amenities Preston has to 
offer — especially when services like 
weight lifting, exercise classes, a swim-
ming pool and workout equipment are 
absolutely free. 
Whether playing on the basketball 
courts or running around the track, stu-
dents may see their professors working 
out at Preston as well. Seeing profes-
sors exercising provides students with 
more opportunities to see their teachers 
outside the classroom and get to know 
them on a more personable basis.
What students may not know is that 
Preston doesn’t offer its services for 
free to those professors. Western faculty 
members must pay a fee to join Preston. 
Membership cost depends on their an-
nual salaries.
Fees range from $9.25 per month to 
$21 per month. To bring their child, it’s 
just over $4 per month more, and for 
spouses to exercise, it costs the same as 
the faculty themselves.
Because of the recent rise in the 
cost of Western employee health care 
benefits with Anthem, any faculty 
member who joins Preston should 
receive a discount on their health 
insurance. Western should pick up 
the extra tab once Anthem provides 
discounts to university faculty mem-
bers.
Health insurance costs should de-
crease in the same way that the cost of 
house insurance goes down after a home 
security system is installed.
While joining Preston would be a 
positive step toward a healthier life-
style, it would also promote morale and 
possibly draw prospective faculty.
The Human Resources offi ce pro-
vides a limited amount of activities and 
programs to its faculty to boost spir-
its. The Employee Wellness program’s 
once-a-week yoga class and how-tos on 
cooking healthier just don’t cut it any-
more.
Western, give the faculty health in-
surance discounts so they have a little 
more incentive to be healthy. Isn’t it bad 
enough that Western’s promotion of a 
healthy lifestyle becomes hypocritical 
when students have access to king-sized 
candy bars in the food court?
This editorial represents the majority 
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member edi-
torial board.
Faculty and staff  should get break for exercising
have an 
opinion?
Share it with us. Write a 
letter to the editor or a 
commentary. E-mail them 
to opinion@chherald.com.
TOPS to a good football 
recruiting class for the 
Toppers.
BOTTOMS to the 
nasty slush and mud 
students had to walk 
through on their way 
to class.
TOPS to the fact that 
no branches managed 
to fall on anyone during 
this winter’s worst 
snowfall.
BOTTOMS to all the 
calories consumed 





BOTTOMS to the 
inevitable future losses 
regardless of the great 
football recruiting 
class.
TOPS to the grand 
opening of Gigi’s 
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Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
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The city’s Greenways Com-
mission is working on plans to fi n-
ish a project that will create biking 
and walking paths between South 
Campus and places on Campbell 
Lane.
The fi rst part of the project was 
connecting Western’s main cam-
pus to South Campus, Landscape 
Architect Helen Siewers said.
Josh Moore, Warren County 
City-County Planning Commis-
sion Greenways Coordinator, said 
the original plan was to connect 
Western’s main campus to Bowl-
ing Green Junior High School and 
to create a bike trail that would 
stretch to Natcher Elementary 
School. 
He said the commission has 
about $108,000 left to spend on 
the project. That money is part of 
a grant issued in 2006 that’s meant 
to create alternate routes of trans-
portation.
“We don’t have enough fund-
ing to connect to Natcher, so we’re 
looking at what we can spend the 
$108,000 on that would still sup-
port the program, but be a com-
pleted section of the project,” 
Moore said.
He said a committee will look 
at different possible routes to con-
nect the locations. Alternate paths 
such as a route behind the Rite-Aid 
or behind the Kroger on Campbell 
Lane have been suggested. 
He said a primary concern in 
deciding the route is traffi c. 
“Currently, the roads go 
through high-volume traffi c areas, 
so we want to make an alternate 
route for people that don’t require 
them to drive from one place to 
another,” Moore said.
Siewers said Western’s involve-
ment in the project has already 
been fulfi lled, so it will not play a 
role in making the decision. 
Community College Dean 
Sherry Reid said there were no is-
sues with connecting South Cam-
pus to main campus.
“The only thing we saw that 
was different than before when the 
main campus was connected was 
that more students rode their bikes 
to and from class,” she said.
BG to get new paths
By BILLY HICKS
news@chherald.com
Ransdell said that under the 
current admission standards, 
Western has helped students 
who weren’t as prepared for 
college by enrolling them in 
remedial classes. 
By upping the 
requirements, Western is 
choosing to focus resources 
on helping students that are 
already prepared for college, 
he said.
Dean Kahler, associate 
vice president for Enrollment 
Management, said he thinks 
raising admission standards 
will attract more students to 
the university.
“It’s sending a message 
that we’re looking for quality 
students that are looking 
to study hard at a quality 
institution,” Kahler said.
At last week’s strategic 
plan forum, Ransdell said 
that faculty members had 
reached a general consensus 
that admission standards 
should be raised.
“We cannot be all things 
to all people in this fi nancial 
environment,” he said. 
Western’s the only 
one of the eight public 
institutions in Kentucky 
that is still considered “open 
admissions,” he said.
Ransdell said learning 
services will be sustained to 
maintain growth in retention 
numbers, but he’d like for 
Western to work itself out 
of the remediation business.
Richard Miller, chief 
diversity offi cer, said that 
sometimes raising standards 
can enhance enrollment.
But offi cials should 
monitor the effects raising 
standards will have on all 
students, he said.
“I think it’s important 
that we have clear and 
rigorous admission 
standards,” Miller said. 
“My only concern is 
accessibility and whether 
it’s going to signifi cantly 
reduce access to students 




Tim Brotherton, chair of 
Academic Support for the 
community college, said the 
merger seems to be largely an 
administrative move.
“It’s the same classes taught 
in the same building to the same 
students,” Brotherton said.
The degrees offered to 
students by the community 
college will still be offered after 
it becomes part of the University 
College, Brotherton said.
But some faculty aren’t sure 
what to think about the change.
Faculty Regent Patricia Minter 
said she hopes administrators 
will deal fairly with the situation 
at South Campus.
“There is a lot of anxiety out 
there right now,” Minter said.
Trish Jaggers, instructor of 
English in the Academic Support 
Division at the community 
college, said she and other 
faculty with tenure have been 
assured their jobs are safe.
But George said he isn’t sure 
what will happen to faculty 
members who don’t have 
tenure.
He hopes that as the merger 
moves forward, faculty from 
both colleges will work 
together.
There’s also concern over 
non-traditional students being 
intimidated to start at Western 
without a community college, 
Brotherton said.
Jaggers said non-traditional 
students have been forgotten, 
and refresher courses are key 
in helping them successfully 
transition to main campus.
“Unless we totally disregard 
a particular area of our student 
population, we’re always going 
to need developmental courses,” 
Jaggers said.
George said non-traditional 
students are an extremely 
important population, and adult 
education programs exist within 
the University College.
Because of new admission 
standards, the number of 
developmental education classes 
will decrease slowly over time, 
Brotherton said.
This point was further 
emphasized by Ransdell, who 
said there will be a fi ve-year 
phase-in period, for the new 
admissions standards and 
less than 100 students at the 
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Signing Up for All 4 Phases
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*These students achieved a 4.0 GPA 
for the Fall 2009 semester
Western is teaming up with Jefferson 
County Public Schools to try to improve 
math and science programs in Louisville 
schools.
Beginning this fall, Western will send 
new teachers from across the nation who 
are pursuing their master’s degrees to 
work in low-performing math and sci-
ence programs in select Louisville high 
schools. 
Sam Evans, dean of the College of Educa-
tion and Behavioral Sciences, said the Grad-
uate Southern Kentucky Teach program, or 
GSKyTeach, will send 20 new teachers to 
Louisville schools in the fall.
GSKyTeach is funded through federal 
stimulus dollars, Evans said.
Western is receiving $5.4 million in 
federal stimulus money from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
GSKyTeach Program Director Vicki 
Metzgar said the 14 high schools selected 
for the partnership have the lowest math 
and science performance ratings in Jefferson 
County.
Those 14 will be narrowed down to fi ve 
by the fall, she said.
Tony Norman, associate dean of the Col-
lege of Education, said the highest-priority 
schools are Iroquois, Central, Shawnee, 
Western and Valley high schools.
Evans said curriculum for the program is 
currently being developed. 
Metzgar said that often, the schools that 
need the most help have inexperienced 
teachers.
“We have to boost student achieve-
ment by improving the quality of teachers 
sent to schools,” she said.
GSKyTeach is recruiting nationwide 
for new teachers to train this summer, Ev-
ans said.
Components from Western’s under-
graduate SKyTeach program will be used 
in shaping the graduate-level GSKyTeach 
program, Metzgar said.
SKyTeach students are undergraduate 
math and science majors earning a bache-
lor of science degree and a degree in edu-
cation, leading to teacher certifi cation.
Evans said the teachers are able to earn 
a master’s degree from Western while 
maintaining a full-time job.
The program is offering to pay select 
workers $30,000 a year along with ben-
efi ts if they agree to work at the least three 
years at a Jefferson County school, Metz-
gar said.
She said that after the teachers com-
plete their fi rst year of teaching, they’ll 
also have access to a mentoring program 
and other support services.
Metzgar said that if the program is 
successful, a similar program could be 
executed statewide.
“We’re just trying to fi ll a very criti-
cal need, not just in Kentucky but in the 
nation,” Metzgar said. “It’s a win-win for 
everyone.”
Western to send teachers to Louisville schools
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com
“They work together during the week 
and race together on weekends,” she said. 
“We get to bond together as a family.”
But the experience comes with an oc-
casional scare.
“Once, he was taken in an ambulance 
to Vanderbilt (University Medical Center) 
after a wreck,” Angie Willis said. “I was 
under the impression he had spinal dam-
age, but it turned out he was fi ne.”
But Willis’ time racing has been mostly 
positive.
“When he wins and gets interviewed, 
I’m proud of his confi dence,” Angie Willis 
said. “It’s great to see your kids do well.”
A pre-med biology major, Willis doesn’t 
plan on taking racing to the professional 
level.
“Ninety-nine percent chance it will 
probably stay a hobby,” he said. “It’s like 
a kid trying to go to the NFL. I would if I 
got the chance, but in NASCAR there are 
only 43 spots.”
Racing is a big time commitment, Wil-
lis said. 
Willis races almost every weekend in 
April through October, about 25 races a 
year. He also spends a couple days a week 
working on his car.
“The majority of the time you spend fi x-
ing whatever you tore up the week before,” 
he said. “If you want to keep your car pret-
ty, you shouldn’t put it on a racetrack.”
Competing can also get expensive, said 
Willis, whose two biggest costs are tires and 
fuel. A gallon of racing fuel costs $7. He gets 
fi nancial help from his three sponsors, South-
ern Kentucky Collision Center and Towing, 
Deweese Construction and Renegade Rac-
ing.
Although his career may take him in a 
different direction, Willis said he plans to 
keep racing and maybe someday pass the 
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Car Free Has Never Been Easier
   or Cheaper
Get YOUR pass today at
Parking & Transportation Services
745-2361 or www.wku.edu/transporation
$10 will take you 
anywhere
we go for an entire
semester
Steve Riley & 
The Mamou Playboys
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Capitol Arts Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Alternative Cajun music with a traditional twist!
All events are free and open to the public.  For more information, 




       BEST 
Superbowl deal in 
  Bowling Green!
Join Us!
3:00- End of game
    $12.99 ALL 
you can eat / drink buffet
1755 Scottsville Road





sliders & draft beer
Must be 21 to drink
1239 31-W By-Pass
Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-904-0047
M o n d a y - F r i d a y :  9 a m - 5 p m
WKU STUDENTS 15% OFF 
     WITH STUDENT IDS!!!




XENON HID BULBS & MUCH MORE!!!
Discount does not apply for sale items.
COWL HOODS          $295.00
ROLL PANS             $75.00
HID LIGHT BULBS      $15.00 set
Between changing dirty diapers 
and entertaining a 6-month-old baby, 
Western police offi cer Mandi John-
son straps a pistol on her hip and a 
bulletproof vest around her torso.
The Vincennes, Ind., native and 
Western graduate said it’s hard to 
leave her son at home while she’s at 
work, but after the initial period of 
separation, it gets easier.
“I’ve always worked, and I can’t 
see myself not working,” she said.
Mandi Johnson and her husband, 
Kemble Johnson, a Bowling Green 
deputy sheriff and former Western 
police offi cer, took extra care of 
themselves while she carried their 
son, Eli.
When Mandi Johnson found out 
she was pregnant, she immediately 
started wearing street clothes to pro-
tect her baby, she said. If she was 
in uniform, she could be called to a 
crime scene and risk the possibility 
of assault.
The weight of the belt and vest 
can hurt the baby, Mandi Johnson 
said. Carrying a weapon can cause 
too much to go wrong.
“Not everyone likes the police,” 
she said. “It’s best to get out of uni-
form.”
Mandi Johnson is also the only 
woman on the Western police force.
She said it’s something she’s 
wanted to do since she was a little 
kid, and she’s worked at a golf course 
and other places where she was one 
of the only females. 
Campus Police Chief Robert 
Deane said that when Mandi Johnson 
was pregnant, there was no change. 
The only difference was the physical 
presence of a woman having a child.
“She’s an asset to our department, 
and I would hate to think what we’d 
do without her,” he said.
Western police took her off street 
duty when she became pregnant, 
Deane said.
“Anything could have happened; 
we chose to be very careful in that 
area,” he said.
Being a police offi cer is different 
than other careers, Mandi Johnson 
said. There’s a certain drive in you 
to do it.
“It’s not just something you do on 
a whim — you prepare mentally and 
physically,” she said. “Once you get 
in that mindset, it’s hard to get out 
of it.”
Joe Harbaugh, spokesman for 
campus police, said Johnson is an 
outstanding offi cer.
“Female police offi cers are posi-
tive for any agency,” he said in an 
e-mail. “Offi cer Johnson has set the 
bar extremely high at our department 
— not only for female police offi -
cers, but police offi cers in general.”
Mandi Johnson has won several 
awards, including the Women of 
Achievement Award from the Bowl-
ing Green Human Rights Commis-
sion.
She now worries about the well-
being of her child and herself.  
“Safety is more important,” she 





Western Police Offi  cer Mandi Johnson, 33, radios in to dispatch as she fi lls her police cruiser up with gas. Johnson is returning 
to work full time after a taking a maternity leave last year. 
Offi  cer balances 
motherhood, work
■ NEWS BRIEF
'Relay' kicks off 
Student volunteers and 
faculty kicked-off Relay for 
Life Monday at the Preston 
Center with “Protect Your 
Balls,” a dodge ball tour-
nament to raise awareness 
about testicular cancer.
The main Relay for Life 
walk will take place on the 
soccer fi elds April 9-10.
The National Cancer In-
stitute estimated that nearly 
1.5 million people in the 
U.S. were diagnosed with 
cancer in 2009.
Louisville senior Jeff 
Moad serves as the relay 
committee’s co-chairman. 
He said Relay for Life takes 
pride in celebrating survi-
vors, remembering those 
who have passed away and 
fi ghting back for a cure.
“We’re just trying to 
bring people in,” Moad said. 
“You leave a relay event feel-
ing good about yourself and 
ready to take on cancer.”  
Along with the dodge-
ball tournament and corn-
hole tosses, volunteers 
crafted Valentine’s Day 
cards for cancer patients at 
The Hope Lodge and the 
Ronald McDonald House 
in Nashville. Others handed 
out information about the 
disease while popular tunes 
echoed through the gym.
Marsha Hopper, of Bowl-
ing Green, is a cancer survi-
vor involved in the event.
Hopper, an offi ce asso-
ciate for the department of 
social work and a universi-
ty experience teacher, said 
she was excited about the 
event in April. 
“One of the reasons I’m 
involved is to come and 
encourage each other,” she 
said. “When it touched mine 
I got mad. Events like these 
give you so much hope.”
— Zirconia Alleyne
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Add some color to
 your Valentine s Day!
Some restrictions apply. See store for details.
Visit us at: suntancity.com 
With over100 salons, Sun Tan City® is your convenient place to relax and tan.
Close to CAMPUS. Close to HOME.
LOCATIONS CLOSEST TO CAMPUS:
(Next to Barnes & Noble)
1680 Campbell Lane • Bowling Green, KY
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653 Alex Marks:Classifieds Manager
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald 
screens ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use 
caution when answering ads, especially when 
asked to send money or provide credit card 
information The College Heights Herald is 
not responsible for the content or validity of 
these paid classified ads.
Clerk position answering phone 
and general office duties at local 
law firm. Send resume to Debra 
Broz 1705 Ashley Circle BG 
42104 or dbroz@bellsouth.net
Kentucky Downs is seeking 
experienced exuberant wait staff 
in our Winning Colors Bar and 
Grill. Please apply in person, 
dressed to impress, with Chef 
Scott Fri-Sun between 11am and 
4pm or call (270) 586-7778 ext. 
224 for more info.
Help Wanted
Help Wanted Verdi Restaurant 
(Downtown) 410 E. Main St.
781-9871 Experience Only 
Needed! Servers Apply in person
between 2-4 pm
Roommate
Roommate wanted 2 br house 
3 blocks from campus $300/mo. 
plus 1/2 utilities 791-9174
For Rent
139 Pebble Court Spacious 2 br.
 2 1/2 bath townhome $495/mo 
1st mo. rent free 781-7888
Large 1br, 1 bath apartment at 
Jackson’s Landing, 1013 Shive 
Lane; elect F.P. outside storage, 





8 blocks from WKU 2 br house





CITY OF BOWLING GREEN
PART-TIME POSITION
FITNESS INSTRUCTOR: 
Instructs individuals and classes; 
maintains fitness records, plans 
fitness programs, monitors 
safe usage of machines, and 
teaches classes in weight training. 
Prefer six months to one-year 
experience; Age 18+; 25 hrs/wk 
Monday- Friday, 5:45 AM - 11:00 
AM OR 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM, or 
up until 11:00 PM (may work oc-
casional weekends); $7.63/hour.
- CPR & First Aid Certification is 
required for position (training and 
certification provided through Parks 
& Rec).
Applications for employment can be 
obtained at the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College 
Street or from our website at 
www.bgky.org. Application deadline; 
4:00 pm, February 12, 2010. The City of 
Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Empolyer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
To some, he is a professor, 
wealth manager and entrepreneur. 
But to the millions of people who 
saw him on NBC’s “The Appren-
tice,” Mark Lamkin is best known 
as the Dairy Queen Genie.
“I had on a full dress on national 
TV,” Lamkin said. “That was my 
claim to fame … I was the only 
redneck in a dress for that series.”
Lamkin, an accounting profes-
sor and Western alum, appeared as 
a contestant on “The Apprentice” 
for eight weeks during its fourth 
season in 2005.
Each season of the reality-com-
petition series begins with a group 
of contestants fi ghting to head a 
company owned by business ty-
coon Donald Trump. Throughout 
the season, the participants are in-
volved in projects and interviews, 
then judged on their performance. 
Each episode, candidates are fi red 
until one winner is chosen.
Lamkin said he had seen the 
show occasionally before compet-
ing, but his mother was the real 
fan.
“It was her favorite TV show,” 
he said. “I had no interest at all in 
doing the show, whatsoever. She 
asked me to do it, so to please her I 
sent in a hokey, 3-minute tape, just 
to say I did.”
After sending in the tape, Lam-
kin got a call inviting him onto the 
show.
His mother, Diana Lamkin, said 
she was excited and proud when he 
was selected.
“I was really overwhelmed,” she 
said. “I knew he could do it, but of 
course I didn’t dream he would 
make it for real with all the thou-
sands that apply.”
One of his team’s tasks while he 
was on the show was to design a 
new mascot for Dairy Queen, lead-
ing to his starring role as Ginny the 
Genie.
Lamkin was fi red about halfway 
through the season but not before 
having what he called “one of the 
best business experiences” of his 
life.
“I learned a lot about myself, 
about the interviewing process and 
about how to attract people to me,” 
he said. “It was tremendous. I had 
a great time.”
And as for Trump's hair?
“Absolutely as bad as adver-
tised,” Lamkin said. “It is abso-
lutely horrendous.”
Lamkin lives in Louisville and 
runs a fi nancial services business, 
Lamkin Wealth Management, 
which he began in 2001. He makes 
the two-hour trip to Bowling Green 
once a week to teach a Monday 
night accounting class.
William Tallon, dean of the 
Gordon Ford College of Business, 
said Lamkin has “a great wealth of 
knowledge” to share with students.
“He has terrifi c presence, won-
derful communication,” he said. 
“Students relate to what he’s say-
ing and it gets them excited.”
Lamkin, who graduated from 
Western in 1990, said he remem-
bered his time on the Hill as very 
important and very special. He 
decided that teaching would be a 
good way to give back to the uni-
versity.
“It’s part of my heart and I really 
like it here,” he said. “So far, my 
class has been engaged. I’ve really 
enjoyed it, but I’m still waiting for 
my fi rst fraternity invite for a party, 
I haven’t got that yet.”




Former Lady Topper Kami 
Thomas Howard, who shined at 
guard from 1983-1986, said that it’s 
Sanderford who’s responsible for 
giving the program the notoriety it 
receives today.
“It was Coach that got WKU 
Lady Topper basketball on the 
map and known throughout the 
country,” Howard said in an 
e-mail. “He knew how to promote 
and publicize the program, and we 
as players were always involved in 
community activities so they could 
get to know us.”
The Lady Toppers will also be 
welcoming back several alumni on 
Saturday when they aim for what 
could be the program’s 800th win.
 Sanderford said he hopes to 
see many familiar faces in the 
crowd — faces that helped him 
bring the Lady Toppers to national 
prominence.
“It’s a very prestigious honor 
and one I’m very proud of,” he said. 
“It means you survived a long time, 
and you had a lot of good players.
“I just hope some of those 
players are there to share that with 
me, because they were a big part 
of me doing that. I didn’t make 
a single free throw or fi eld goal 
during those years, but we won a 
lot of games.” 
HONOR
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
And although Taggart said their 
faxes traveled slowly, the theme of 
this year’s class is speed.
Defensive tackles coach and re-
cruiting coordinator Eric Mathies 
called the class of 2010 explosive.
“They just don’t have the ability 
to run — they have the ability to ex-
plode,” he said.
The class is highlighted by three-
star quarterback Brandon Doughty 
from Coconut Creek, Fla., three-star 
defensive back Jerome Speights from 
Tampa, Fla., and three-star offensive 
lineman Cameron Clemmons from 
Lebanon, Tenn.
Tampa Bay Technical High 
School coach C.C. Culpepper said 
Speights is a smart football player 
that may end up being one of the best 
defensive players in Western history.
“He was the quarterback on our 
defense,” Culpepper said. “He made 
all our calls for us. He was a kid 
that was a very aggressive hitter and 
made very good plays on the ball.”
Much of the buzz heading in to 
Signing Day surrounded four-star 
quarterback recruit Brion Carnes, 
from Bradenton, Fla.
After South Florida pulled its 
scholarship from Carnes last week, 
several reports stated that Carnes 
would commit to Western. Through-
out the weekend, confl icting reports 
emerged saying that Carnes would 
sign with Nebraska instead of West-
ern.
On Wednesday, Carnes made it 
offi cial that he wouldn’t be coming 
to the Hill in the fall. 
“He committed to us, and he had 
a change of heart,” Taggart said. 
“That’s part of recruiting. We all 
know that’s why we sit around for 
that fax on signing day. You just nev-
er know. These kids will break your 
heart.”
Carnes would’ve been the high-
est-rated player in Western’s 2010 
class.
“We wanted him, but he felt like 
Nebraska was a better place for 
him,” Taggart said. “Sometimes you 
fi nish, and sometimes you don’t. But 
you’ve got to learn and move on.”
Even after failing to sign Carnes, 
Western put together the 89th-ranked 
class in the nation, according to Ri-
vals.com.
Only one home-state player, wide 
receiver Rico Brown from Berea, 
signed this year.
Brown, a two-star player, said the 
family atmosphere is what sold him 
on Western.
“They made me feel welcome 
when I came down there,” he said. 
“They communicated well with me 
and made me feel like I was already 
a part of the family.”
Brown said he’s looking to 
make the most of his situation on 
a new team, as is Taggart, who in-
herits a team with 20 consecutive 
losses.
“I told them I don’t have any evi-
dence we’re going to win, but you 
need to have faith in me,” Taggart 
said. “I tell you this, I’ve won all my 
life. I’m not a loser. Everywhere I’ve 




Four local bars and 
restaurants in downtown 
Bowling Green will host 
the “Rock for A Cure” 
cancer benefi t concert to-
night.
The shows start at 10 
p.m. and will last until 
about 1 a.m. 
The venues will host 
several artists including: 
D.J. Slim at Fluid Night 
Club, Downtown Hand-
shake, Minimum Wage 
and Dax Evans at State 
Street Pub, The Running 
and Canago at Tidball’s, 
Starlume and T. Martal at 
Utley’s. 
A $2 cover charge pro-
vides admission to all four 
places.
Starlume is a mellow pi-
ano rock band that’s based 
in Nashville, Lead Singer 
Landon Rose said. They 
have played at places such 
as the Hard Rock Cafe in 
Nashville and in the Cor-
nerstone Festival, which is 
in Bushnell, Ill.
He said being a part of 
this event has taken on a 
special meaning for his 
band.
“We had a bass player 
that came down with can-
cer about a year ago in 
January,” Rose said. 
The member survived 
chemotherapy but is no 
longer part of the band, he 
said.
“We want to make sure 
that we are always doing 
something that is always 
bigger than ourselves as a 
band,” Rose said.
Bronson Speers, the 
owner of Shenanigan’s 
Wine and Spirits, said his 
business chose to be one 
of the event’s sponsors be-
cause it’s for a great cause, 
and they wanted to support 
all of the local music in 
Bowling Green.
The event is also 
sponsored by Buffalo 
Wild Wings Grill and 
Bar, Godfather’s Pizza 
and the Starry Night Fes-
tival.





Fort Knox sophomore Austin Wingate wears a face covering to keep warm during the cold temperatures. The weather 
forecast is predicting snow this weekend in Bowling Green that could make for a repeat of last weekend's winter 
weather.
Going for cover
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Tan in ANY uv unit only $15.00
plus receive 1 sample packet of a selected lotion
(Western Student Special- Valid- Feb 9-11th & 16-18th)
Regular Western Student Specials
 All tanning packages • 20% off of regular price
Any bottle of tanning lotion• 15% off regular price
• UV Free Tanning for only $12.50 (regular price $25.00)
• Days for UV Free Special Pricing:
Airbrushing - Wednesday & Friday - Nashville Rd. location
shing -        Airbru Friday. Mystic Tan Booth - Wednesday & Friday - Bypass location
Mystic Tan Booth - Scottsville Rd location
(Airbrushing by appointments)
2945 S cottsville R d. 2 70 7- 83 0- 107
390 SU H wy 3 1 W Bypass 2 07 8- 42 6- 260
2710 Nashville Hwy 270-782-7536
ok Good...Feel Great!”“Tanning...Lo
This Valentines DayPick up a Gift Certificate for that Special Someone!
Sweet Heart Package
Gift bag with Bronzing Powder & A sample
packet of tanning lotion
All for only $49.99
     (Value of $96.00)
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday
Valid Student I.D. required for every purchase
Charge the Toppers for read-
ing their own press clippings 
entering a promising season, 
but they won’t be found guilty 
of giving up just because every-
thing hasn’t gone according to 
plan.
That’s the message senior 
guard A.J. Slaughter was out 
to deliver days after Western 
snapped a fi ve-game losing 
streak — its longest since the 
2003-2004 season.
The Toppers were a near-
unanimous preseason pick to 
win the Sun Belt Conference, 
and Head Coach Ken McDon-
ald did nothing to play it down, 
printing shirts with targets on 
the back for the Toppers to wear 
before games.
Slaughter said the team over-
estimated its talent and some-
times forgot how to play hard.
“We kind of bought into the 
hype,” Slaughter said. “I think 
that may have been part of the 
problem, just losing sight of the 
task at hand. But we’re getting 
back to what we need to now to 
get wins.”
Western’s season started 
shaky with a handful of non-
conference losses, then turned 
rocky in the middle of January 
after the Toppers dropped two 
contests in a week to Middle 
Tennessee as well as games 
to Troy, Southern Illinois and 
North Texas.
McDonald said that through-
out that time, it was hard to step 
away and see what was going 
wrong. But four days off this 
past week got the wheels turn-
ing again.
“A lot of guys are talking 
more than ever,” McDonald 
said. “I think when you’re going 
through those tough times, you 
sit around and talk about exactly 
what’s getting us beat.”
Senior forward Jeremy Ev-
ans said the Toppers should 
raise the volume on the court as 
well.
Evans said it’s up to the se-
niors to lead a team that now 
starts two freshmen and added 
seven players to this season’s 
active roster.
“In the past, we haven’t been 
doing that much speaking and 
talking to the younger guys,” 
Evans said. “We are really im-
proving on that.”
Slaughter vowed to take on 
a more vocal role at the begin-
ning of the season — the same 
as what Evans talked about.
Western’s stumbles came 
early enough for a recovery, and 
with the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament on the horizon, 
Slaughter said the Toppers have 
learned right from wrong.
“It taught us a lesson and re-
ally showed us where we need 
to be,” Slaughter said. “I’m 
glad it happened then and not 
now.”
Western has eight games left 
to play before heading to Hot 
Springs for the conference tour-
nament.
And as long they don’t lose 
in Hot Springs, the Toppers can 
still dream of another NCAA 
tournament — this time with-








“I know his work ethic,” Mays 
said. “I know his leadership abilities. 
I know how he’s already excited 
about getting out and throwing with 
some of the guys and establishing 
relationships with the wide receivers 
and running backs. He’ll be an 
impact player there.”
Mays said his team ran a similarly-
styled offense to what Western will 
run and that Doughty excelled in it.
“He’s one of those rare 
commodity quarterbacks that can 
make every throw,” Mays said. “We 
were traditionally a spread offense 
but would sometimes switch to a 
pro-set, and Brandon could make 
every single throw.”
Taggart said Doughty can throw 
an accurate deep ball and has good 
anticipation when under center.
And as a signed Topper, Doughty 
kept repeating how excited he was 
to be a part of the Western football 
program, saying he and Taggart had 
a “natural connection.”
“I can just see myself playing 
there,” he said. “I stepped on the 
fi eld, and I kind of got goosebumps. 
It was just the right fi t.”
Doughty also said he wants to 
help turn around Western’s program 
— one that currently holds the 
nation’s longest losing streak at 20 
games.
“I think our class as a whole 
is going to change this program 
around,” he said. “I have full belief 
in Coach Taggart and the things 
that he’s doing. I see us winning 
many championships. Hopefully 
the fan base gets going and we get 
the student body on our side and 
supporting us out there.”
DOUGHTY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Taggart said he used his home-
state connections, most notably 
defensive ends coach Raymond 
Woodie, to steer recruits from Florida 
to Western.
Woodie, a Florida native, served 
as head coach of Bayshore High 
School and Palmetto High School 
before joining Taggart’s staff this 
past winter. Woodie suggested that 
prospects from the south have a 
competitive advantage.
“There’s a lot of competition 
in Florida high school football,” 
Woodie said. “I don’t know if it’s the 
weather or not, but kids down there 
are just strong and fast.  Football is 
life in Florida. All other sports come 
after that.”
Woodie recently coached 
in a Florida all-star game in 
which he got to better know 
some of the players.
“He’s been coaching 
there for years, so he knew a 
lot of the coaches, knew a lot 
of the kids, and I think just 
from a personal standpoint 
he’s good with people,” 
Taggart said.
Western’s 2010 schedule will 
provide plenty of opportunities 
to impress future Sunshine State 
recruits, too.
The Toppers will play Florida 
International and Florida Atlantic 
in Sun Belt Conference play, and 
Western will also make a non-
conference road trip to Tampa, Fla., 
for a game against the Big 
East Conference’s South 
Florida.
Woodie said those 
games will “very much” 
provide an impact when 
it comes to signing a 2011 
class.
Recruiting coordinator 
Eric Mathies said Western 
was fearless in recruiting 
the nation’s best players.
“We weren’t taking a backseat to 
anybody,” Mathies said. “If we can 
get these kids on campus, no matter 




“He committed to us, and he 
had a change of heart,” Taggart 
said. “That’s part of recruiting. 
We all know that’s why we sit 
around for that fax on signing day. 
You just never know. These kids 
will break your heart.”
Carnes was in Bowling Green 
this past weekend to make an 
offi cial visit to Western, which 
happened just hours after South 
Florida pulled their offer to the 
Bradenton, Fla., prospect. The 
result was a four-day frenzy 
that continued until Wednesday 
morning, when by 8 a.m. it was out 
the Carnes was going to Nebraska.
Carnes had a good connection 
to Nebraska, as his cousin Tommie 
Frazier led the Cornhuskers to 
two national championships in 
the 1990s when Carnes was in 
diapers.
Frazier is a legend in the 
heartland, and Carnes could have 
come to Western to become a 
legend of his own under Taggart.
Western was going to haul in a 
class that just with Carnes would 
have brought excitement.
Once again, it was a decision 
late in the game that cost Western 
a victory. This time in recruiting.
Taggart’s 2010 class is full of 
Rivals.com two-star recruits, as 
well as a three-star quarterback 
and a trio of three-star defensive 
backs.
The fi rst-year head coach had 
no easy task, selling a program 
in transition to the Football Bowl 
Subdivision that has lost 20 
straight games with no real end in 
sight — or until Western at least 
reaches the October portion of 
their schedule.
Carnes’ situation was one 
where it seemed Taggart had the 
advantage. The two have known 
each other for quite a few years, 
and had Carnes come to Western, 
there would have been an 
immediate trust between the two.
So now, Taggart must work 
with what is left.
And by all measures, given the 
circumstances Taggart did a good 
job.
Taggart must be commended 
for the work he and his staff were 
able to do in the two-and-a-half 
months they’ve been on board.
Now the challenge begins for 
Taggart. He’s proven himself over 
time as an excellent recruiter, and 
this class once again proved that.
Now he must repair the on-fi eld 
product in spring practices.
And as good as the start of his 





FOOTBALL NATIONAL SIGNING DAY
Early Wednesday morning, Head Coach 
Willie Taggart learned one of his fi rst les-
sons as a Football Bowl Subdivision head 
coach.
He watched a 
coveted recruit 
walk away after a 
change in the 11th 
hour.
In the days lead-
ing up to National 
Signing Day, it 
seemed all but done 
that Rivals.com 
four-star quarter-
back Brion Carnes 
was going to sign 
to play for the Top-
pers.
That’s the thing. It was all but done.
WKUHERALD .COM
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OFFERS DOSE OF 
REALITY FOR TOPS
PAGE 9
Former Lady Topper coach Paul Sand-
erford was honored when he was fi rst in-
formed that a jersey would be retired in 
his name on Saturday.
But the event went to a completely 
different level when he took a closer look 
at the banners hanging in the rafters of 
Diddle Arena.
It was only then that Sanderford real-
ized just nine others have been given the 
same honor.
“In all the history of Western basket-
ball, (nine) people have had that happen, 
so it meant a lot more to me after I saw 
that,” he said.
Sanderford will join former Western 
greats such as Clem Haskins, Crystal 
Kelly and E.A. Diddle when his honor-
ary jersey is raised during halftime of the 
Lady Toppers’ game against Troy at 4 
p.m. Saturday.
He totaled 365 victories and a .753 
win percentage from 1982-1997 and took 
the Lady Toppers to the NCAA tourna-
ment 12 times, including three Final 
Fours and one National Championship 
game in 1992.
Sanderford also spent four seasons 
as an assistant coach under Darrin Horn 
on the men’s basketball staff from 2003-
2007.
 Current Head Coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles, who played for Sanderford from 
1987-1991 and served as one of his as-
sistants from 1995-1997, said that she 
would not be the coach she is today with-
out him.
“I have no doubt that now as a head 
coach, I probably take a little bit of both of 
being a player underneath him, as well as 
working underneath him, and try to incor-
porate some of those things into what I do 
and why I do what I do,” Cowles said.
Sanderford hopes to share honor of retired jersey
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com
SEE HONOR, PAGE 8
Brandon Doughty said Head 
Coach Willie Taggart’s West 
Coast Offense is a perfect fit for 
him.
But even as the highest-rated 
quarterback in Taggart’s 2010 
recruiting class, the Rivals.com 
three-star quarterback won’t be 
guaranteed the starting job right 
away.
Doughty and junior college 
transfer Matt Pelesasa, along with 
sophomore Kawaun Jakes and red-
shirt freshman Courtney Dalcourt, 
made Western’s quarterback race 
tighter after Wednesday’s National 
Signing Day.
Doughty will have to 
compete with Jakes, who 
started nine games for 
the Toppers last season, 
and Courtney Dalcourt, a 
Franklin-Simpson High 
School player who sat out 
injured all last season.
Doughty said he’s ready 
to accept that challenge.
“Coach Taggart told 
me that it’s a new system with 
new players, and no one has the 
advantage right now,” Doughty 
said. “I’m really excited about 
that — having a full opportunity 
to come and compete early.”
Taggart said Wednesday that 
he’s looking for a leader in 
his quarterback more than 
anything.
“We want a guy that is 
confi dent, has a little swag 
to him,” Taggart said. “No 
matter what the situation is, 
he needs to lead the team 
— good or bad — and a 
guy that can do that consis-
tently.”
Doughty’s head coach at North 
Broward Prep, Derrick Mays, said 
Doughty fi ts all those qualities.
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com
Florida has become college football’s 
recruiting hotbed in recent years, and pro-
grams across the nation have dipped into 
the state’s talent pool.
Head Coach Willie Taggart jumped 
right into recruiting Florida players in just 
more than two months on the job, as his 
2010 class features 10 commitments from 
the Sunshine State.
“Going back to day one, not settling, 
we said we were going to go after the best 
ones,” Taggart said. “Having that mindset 
really helped us get to where we’re at in 
this class.”
 Out of the 10 players from Florida, quar-
terback Brandon Doughty, safety Xavius 
Boyd and cornerback Jerome Speights 
were all Rivals.com three-star recruits.
TANNER CURTIS/HERALD
Head Coach Willie Taggart introduces his coaching staff  at the signing day reception Wednesday night. According to 





WESTERN PHOTO BY GARY HAIRLSON
Then-Head Coach Paul Sanderford in a huddle during the 1983-1984 season.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Flamethrower





An interactive map 
with more on the recruits
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SEE COLUMN, PAGE 9
COLUMN
For coverage of 
Western vs. 
Louisiana-Monroe
WKUHERALD.COM
